REPUBLICAN GOVERNMENT
If we apply the standards vigorously no men satisfy
them; it is only a question of less or more,for the assump-
tions of republican self-government are superhuman.
They demand more of human nature than it can yet give,
even in the purest and most enlightened communities
which yet exist. Hence republican self-government
does not produce anything like its pure, theoretical
results. The requirements, however, must be satisfied
up to a reasonable limit or republican self-government
is impossible. No statesman would propose to apply
the republican system to Russia or Turkey to-day;
our American Indians could not be turned into civilized
states under republican forms; the South American
republics present us standing examples of states in
which the conditions of republican government are not
sufficiently well fulfilled for the system to be practicable.
In our own experience faults and imperfections present
themselves which continually arouse our fears, and the
present condition of some of our southern states raises
the inquiry, with terrible force and pertinency, whether
the assumptions of republican self-government are suf-
ficiently realized there for the system to succeed. I
may add, in passing, that the current discussion of
questions pending in those states is marked by a con-
stant confusion between democracy and the republican
form of government*
I go on, however, to discuss the theory of elections,
since this is the essential feature of the republic. Recent
events have forced us to re-examine the whole plan and
idea of elections, although the institution is one in
familiarity with which we have all grown up. When an
election is held in a town meeting by mva voce vote,
or by a show of hands, the process is simple and direct.
When the town grows to such a size that the body of